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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
Course Title: English 1 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors English 1 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
The English 1 course is a comprehensive introduction to a variety of literature and skills. Students 
read   short stories, poetry, and drama (Shakespearean), as well as book-length fiction and 
nonfiction. The course develops research, writing, reading, and technology skills. Throughout the 
course, rigorous attention is given to critical thinking as well as written and oral communication. 
This focus is accomplished through the intensive study of composition, grammar usage and 
mechanics, and vocabulary. Main course texts include A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream by William 
Shakespeare, Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer, and Lord of the Flies by William Golding. The Honors 
English level also includes The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare and Their Eyes Were 
Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. Students choose their required summer reading book from a 
list of award-winning, contemporary, young adult titles. These readings are supplemented by 
student-selected outside reading of books, short stories, poems, and other texts, both online and 
print. 
 
Course Title: English 2 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Course Description: 
English 2 is a genre literature study in short stories, poetry, drama, and the novel. This course is a 
continuation of literature study from English 1. Major works taught include Merchant of Venice by 
William Shakespeare and The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger. Emphasis on the expository 
paragraph and the multi-paragraph essay prepares students for the critical analysis essay taught in 
junior English. The sophomore research paper is an argumentative essay based on a contemporary 
issue and completes the process begun with the freshman research paper. Formal grammar study 
and vocabulary study continue 
from the freshman year. Two units of outside reading in specified genres are required. One novel is 
required for summer reading. 
 
Course Title: Honors English 2 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Course Description: 
The Honors English 2 class is taken in lieu of regular English 2. It prepares students to go on to 
either Honors English 3 or AP Language and Composition. It is 90 percent different in content 
and level of expectation from the regular course. Students read two novels for summer reading, 
four novels during the school year, one Shakespeare play, various non-fiction articles, and two 
dozen poems total as part of several poetry units. Additionally, the sophomore research paper is a 
seven-week reading and writing project that produces a ten- to twelve-page paper of college-level 
quality, including six pages of actual text and eleven to fifteen sources. One formal oral 
presentation is required each semester, with emphasis on delivery skills. A language exercise book 
offers practice in grammar, composition skills, and literary analysis. Quality of writing is 
emphasized. 
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Course Title: English 3 – American Literature 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: 
In this year-long, chronologically arranged course, students examine the origins and development of 
American literature and identity. From Puritan America through the Modern Age, students learn 
the dominant motifs that inform this literature, including individualism, freedom, immigration, the 
frontier, and the American dream. Among the major works studied are Song Yet Sung by James 
McBride, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway, and 
Our Town by Thornton Wilder. A broader selection of American works is offered for outside 
readings. During the first semester, each student writes a term paper of original literary analysis 
emphasizing a mastery of MLA format. Students also work with a grammar exercise book and a 
vocabulary book to reinforce existing skills and to prepare for standardized testing. 
 
Course Title: Honors English 3 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: 
Honors English 3 covers the curriculum of the American literature course at an accelerated rate and 
provides an in-depth study of the literature. Featured major works include Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close by Jonathan Safran Foer, Othello by William Shakespeare, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
and We by Yevgeny Zamyatin. To prepare for the optional AP English Language and Composition 
Exam, significant class time is devoted to developing writing skills and awareness of style and rhetoric. 
In addition, students will master expository, analytical, and argumentative essays, as well as complete a 
formal term paper of critical analysis. Language skills are further developed through vocabulary study. 
 
Course Title: AP Language and Composition 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: 
AP Language and Composition encourages students to become skilled readers of prose written in a 
variety of rhetorical contexts, and to become skilled writers who compose for a variety of 
purposes. This course seeks to enable students to read complex texts with understanding, to read 
critically, and to break virtually every piece of writing into its component modes so as to discuss 
the variety of rhetorical strategies demonstrated in the piece. Students learn to write not just 
analytically, but also to emulate and exercise writing techniques, particularly the modes of writing 
and writing from specific genres that they study while reading assigned literature. 
 
Course Title: English 4 – British Literature 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
English 4 concentrates on two areas of study: a chronological overview of British literature during the first 
semester and a study of post-World War I British and colonial literature during the second semester. The 
chronological overview begins with Beowulf and ends with the Romantic poets. In addition, students read one 
novel during the first semester. During the second semester, students read the memoir Night by Elie Wiesel and 
a companion book as a basis for their comparative analysis term paper, a graduation requirement. Students 
write short expository essays, particularly critical analyses of the literature under discussion. Regular grammar 
drills in The Bedford Handbook workbook emphasize proper sentence structure and effective expository writing 
skills. 
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  Course Title: Honors English 4 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Level: 12 
Course Description: 
Students undertake an accelerated version of the curriculum for English 4, consisting of a survey 
of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon epic to contemporary literature. Students focus on 
refining critical reading, thinking, and writing skills. Students complete a comparative analysis 
term paper, a graduation requirement, in the third quarter. Most students take the AP Exam in 
English Literature and Composition, administered in May, for possible college credits. 

 
Course Title: AP Literature and Composition 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
The AP Literature and Composition class reads and critically analyzes a variety of literary genres. In 
addition to studying poetry intensively, students read various novels, several dramas (including 
Shakespearean, and Greek plays), and nonfiction in the form of critical essays. To prepare for the 
AP Exam in English Literature and Composition in May, students regularly take practice exams 
after which they examine the results and discuss exam strategies. Formal papers, including a term 
paper and a response to literary criticism are required. (NCTE 1, 5) 

 
The study of literature, particularly in an AP course, should help students to see that it provides 
enjoyment  in vicarious experiences (NCTE 11), enlightenment in facing life and its challenges 
(NCTE 2), and exposure to other values and other cultures. (NCTE 9) In addition, the study of 
literature serves as a model of what the written word, used precisely and creatively, is capable of 
engendering in the reader. Only by reading accomplished writers can students become better 
writers, thereby attaining a lifelong skill. 
 

 
 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
Course Title: Algebra 1     2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
This course covers basic terminology, operations with algebraic expressions, solving equations and 
inequalities, verbal problems, graphing linear equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations, 
operations with polynomials, factoring, laws of exponents, algebraic fractions, radical expressions, 
and quadratic equations. (The use of the graphing calculator is introduced.) 
 
Course Title: Geometry     2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 
Course Title: Advanced Geometry    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors Geometry    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites: Honors Algebra 2, Advanced Algebra 2 
Course Description: 
This course is a system of Euclidean geometry developed by means of points, lines, planes, and 
measurement. Topics include congruence, perpendicularity, parallelism, polygons, similarity, circles, 
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inequality relations, and area and volume of plane and special figures. Use of the deductive proof is 
basic to the course. Emphasis is placed on theory as well as on applications of the concepts. 
 
Course Title: Algebra 2 – Intermediate Algebra  2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1, Geometry 
Course Title: Honors Algebra 2, Advanced Algebra 2 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and Placement Test  
Course Description: 
Topics in this course include operations with real numbers, algebraic expressions, solving equations and 
inequalities, verbal problems, graphing linear equations and inequalities, relations and functions, systems of 
linear equations, operations with polynomials, factoring, laws of exponents, rational and irrational numbers 
and expressions, radical expressions, quadratic equations, and exponential functions and logarithms. 
 
Course Title: Algebra 3     2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 2, Geometry 
Course Title: Honors Algebra 3    1 Semester, Level 2 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2, Geometry 
Course Description: 
This course is intended for the college-bound student who would like a solid preparation for college 
mathematics. Geometric concepts are extensively used and are integrated with algebraic concepts. 
Essential pre-calculus topics include coordinate geometry, inequalities, functions and their graphs, 
exponents, logarithms, complex numbers, polynomial functions, and analytic geometry. 
 
Course Title: Honors Trigonometry   1 Semester, Level 2 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2, Geometry 
Course Description: 
This course comprises all the necessary topics of trigonometry in preparation for the study of 
calculus. Intended for above-average students, the course covers angle measurement in both radians 
and degrees; an introduction to trigonometric functions, equations, applications, and addition 
formulas; triangle trigonometry; and problems involving polar coordinates and complex numbers. 
Graphing is stressed whenever possible. A graphing calculator is required. 
 
Course Title: Honors Pre-Calculus    2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites: Honors Geometry, Honors Algebra 2 
Course Description: 
Designed for the high-ability mathematics student, this course provides rigorous preparation for the 
study of AP calculus. Included is a thorough discussion of functions: polynomial, rational, radical, 
exponential, logarithmic, and circular, along with their graphs. Multiple representations, 
explanations, and geometric transformations lay the foundation for the study of calculus. The 
graphing calculator is fully utilized and integrated throughout the course. 
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Course Title: Honors Calculus    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites: Honors Pre-Calculus, Honors Algebra 3 and Honors Trigonometry or equivalent 
Course Description: 
This first-level course in pre-calculus and calculus is intended for those students who have 
completed the normal sequence of secondary mathematics before their senior year, but do not meet 
the requirements for AP Calculus. Topics covered include review of function notation and 
operations, limits and continuity, rates of change of functions, differentiation of algebraic and 
trigonometric functions with applications, and integration of algebraic and trigonometric functions 
with applications. This course is not considered adequate preparation for the annual AP Calculus 
Exams, but will provide some advantage to those students taking calculus at the college level in the 
following year. A graphing calculator is required. 
 
Course Title: AP Calculus AB    2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites: This course is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college 
preparatory mathematics. This knowledge includes algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry, and 
analytic geometry. The students should have acquired a sound understanding of the theory of 
elementary functions. Honors Pre-Calculus and departmental approval are required. 
Course Description: 
This course consists of a full academic year of work in calculus and related topics comparable to 
courses in colleges and universities. It is primarily concerned with an intuitive understanding of the 
concepts of differential and integral calculus and experience with its methods and applications. Some 
discussion of the rudiments of the theoretical tools of calculus is included. This course prepares 
students to take the AP Calculus AB exam. A graphing calculator is required. 
 
Course Title: AP Calculus BC    2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites: This course is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college 
preparatory mathematics. This knowledge includes algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry, and 
analytic geometry. The students should have acquired a sound understanding of the theory of 
elementary functions. Honors Pre-Calculus and departmental approval are required. 
Course Description:  
This course consists of a full academic year of work in calculus and related topics comparable to 
courses in colleges and universities. It is primarily concerned with an intuitive understanding of the 
concepts of differential and integral calculus and experience with its methods and applications. Some 
discussion of the rudiments of the theoretical tools of calculus is included. All calculus topics in AP 
Calculus AB are included. In addition, the following topics are covered: vector functions and their 
derivatives, area bounded by polar curves, improper integrals, sequences and series, and velocity and 
acceleration vectors for motion on a plane curve. This course prepares students to take the AP 
Calculus BC exam. A graphing calculator is required.  
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Course Title: AP Statistics and Probability                     2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 or 12 
Prerequisites:  Algebra 2 and permission of the instructor, Algebra 3 must be taken concurrently or 
previously  
Course Description: 
This course emphasizes the basic concepts of statistics and prepares students for the AP Statistics 
exam.  Statistical methods are carefully presented with a focus on understanding both the suitability 
of the method and the meaning of the result.  Statistical methods and measurements are developed 
in the context of applications.  Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes:  1. Exploring 
Date: Describing patterns and departures from patterns; 2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning 
and conducting a study; 3. Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability 
and simulation; 4. Statistical Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypothesis.  A 
TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required. 
 
Course Title: Statistics and Probability                    2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 or 12 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2, Algebra 3 must be taken concurrently or previously  
Course Description: 
This course emphasizes the basic concepts of statistics.  Statistical methods are carefully presented 
with a focus on understanding both the suitability of the method and the meaning of the result.  
Statistical methods and measurements are developed in the context of applications.  Students are 
exposed to four broad conceptual themes:  1. Exploring Date: Describing patterns and departures 
from patterns; 2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and conducting a study; 3. Anticipating 
Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability and simulation; 4. Statistical Inference: 
Estimating population parameters and testing hypothesis.  A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is 
required. 
 
 

RELIGION DEPARTMENT 
 
Course Title: Introduction to the Bible                         1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to the core beliefs, practices, and attitudes of Catholicism. It also 
gives students the opportunity to gain a deeper appreciation for how God reveals himself to 
humanity and how we can come to know God and his divine plan through reason and revelation. 
Special emphasis will be placed on discovering the importance of Scripture and Tradition in the 
process of coming to know God and his son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Course Title: Jesus Christ, His Mission and Ministry 1 Semester, Level 1, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to the mystery of Jesus Christ—the living Word of God, the second 
person of the Blessed Trinity. It leads students toward a deeper understanding of divine Revelation, 
the Trinity, the Incarnation, Jesus’s significant relationships, Jesus’s teachings, Jesus’s example, 
salvation, and discipleship as a response to God’s love. 
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Course Title: The Mission of Jesus Christ 1 Semester, Level 1, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Course Description:  
The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that God has done for us through his 
Son, Jesus Christ. Through this course of study, students will learn that for all eternity, God has 
planned for us to share eternal happiness with him which is accomplished through the Redemption 
Christ won for us. Students will learn that they share in this Redemption in and through Jesus 
Christ. They will also be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and what life as a 
disciple entails. 
 
Course Title: Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church 1 Semester, Level 1, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand that in and through the Church 
they encounter the living Jesus Christ. They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was 
founded by Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by him through the Holy Spirit. The 
students will come to know that the church is the living Body of Christ today. This Body has 
both Divine and human elements. In this course, students will learn not so much about events in 
the life of the Church but about the sacred nature of the Church. 
 
Course Title: Sacraments as Encounters with Jesus Christ 1 Semester, Level 1, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they can 
encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through the Sacraments, and especially 
through the Eucharist. Students will examine each of the Sacraments in detail so as to learn how 
they may encounter Christ throughout life. 
 
Course Title: Life in Jesus Christ 1 Semester, Level 1, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is 
through Jesus Christ that they can fully live out God’s plan for their lives. Students are to learn 
the moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives of Christ’s disciples. 
 
Course Title: Living as a Disciple of Jesus in Society (Social Justice)                                     
1 Semester, Level 1, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s Social Teaching. In this course 
students are to learn how Christ’s concern for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today 
in the Church’s social teaching and mission. 
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Course Title: Christian Life 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to help students to understand the vocations of life: how Christ calls 
us to live. In this course, students will learn how all vocations are similar and how they differ. The 
course is structured around married life, single life, priestly life, and consecrated life (religious life). 
Students will learn what it means to live life for the benefit of others and the value in considering a 
vocation in service to the Christian community. 
 
Course Title: Honors Philosophy                                  1 Semester, Level 2 Course, 1/2 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: This honors-level course begins with a brief look at logic and philosophical 
argumentation. These tools are then used to explore the fundamental questions of life like: ‘what 
is truth?’; ‘what is real?’; ‘who is God?’; ‘who am I?’; ‘am I free?’; ‘what is the good life?’; ‘is there 
meaning to be found in life?’; and ‘how do I know?’. The various answers and positions 
themselves are less important than the reasoning and arguments given to support the position. 
Two key elements place this course in the religion department. First, students will pray with and 
critically discuss the daily Scripture readings to deepen their personal understanding of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Secondly, the teacher will ensure that a Christian philosophical voice is heard 
during the conversation about each topic. The Christian positions, however, are not taught 
dogmatically. Rather, they are subject to the same criterion as all others in that the positions are 
judged according to the strength of the philosophical arguments made for them. 
 

Course Title: Ecumenical and Interreligious Issues      1 Semester, Level 1 Course, 1/2 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand the manner in which the Catholic Church 
relates to non-Catholic Christians as well as to other religions of the world.  Building on the 
foundational truth that Jesus Christ established the Catholic Church and entrusted to her the fullness 
of God’s Revelation. The course is intended to help students to recognize the ways in which 
important spiritual truths can also be found in non-Catholic Christian churches and ecclesial 
communities as well as in non-Christian religious.  It is also intended to help them to recognize the 
ways in which other systems of belief and practice differ from the Catholic faith. 
 
 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
[Learning Objectives are linked to the national Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)] 

 
Course Title: Biology                             2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 9,10 
Course Title: Honors Biology    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10 
Course Description: 
Biology is a general study of the nature of living things, including their structure, adaptations for 
survival, evolutionary history, and the roles they play in their natural environment. The use of the 
scientific method as a way of problem solving will be emphasized, and students will identify 
appropriate methods of conducting an investigation using independent and dependent variables and 
controls. Students will demonstrate proficiency in the use of the tools and instruments of biology to 
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collect and analyze data, draw conclusions, and effectively communicate results. The use of 
mathematical skills to perform calculations for tables, graphs, and spreadsheets will be required. 
Students will demonstrate how connections exist both within the various fields of science and 
between science and other disciplines including mathematics, social studies, language arts, fine arts, 
and technology. This course is considered a lab science.  
 
Course Title: Chemistry                         2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Title: Honors Chemistry                           2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11 
Corequisite: Algebra 2 
Course Description: 
This course—an in-depth study of fundamental chemistry principles—is an intermediate-level 
course. Whenever possible, theories are demonstrated with lab experiments. Topics covered include 
atomic theory and structure, gas laws, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, periodic properties of 
elements, chemical bonding, and energy changes. This course is considered a lab science. 
 

Course Title: Introduction to Engineering   1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to what engineers do, the history of engineering, the different kinds 
of engineering disciplines, and the engineering design process. Emphasis is placed on problem-
solving techniques, lab work, technical writing skills, and engineering design teamwork. Knowledge 
of the principles that mechanical, chemical, electrical, and civil engineers use to research and solve 
problems is discussed and utilized. Design projects are integrated into the study of the engineering 
disciplines. 
 
Course Title: Robotics     1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 
Course Description: 
The robotics engineering course uses robotics to teach basic engineering concepts. Projects are 
based upon the LEGO Mindstorms NXT Robotics systems. The overall objective is for students to 
utilize engineering principles, such as an engineering notebook, to design and program a robot to 
perform a specific task. Student must have strong mathematical skills in order to perform some of 
the physics calculations that will be introduced. The class will utilize in-class competitions as 
culminating assessments, including a class-wide competition at the end of the semester. This class 
requires rigorous effort on the part of students both in the classroom and away from it. The course 
will include hands-on and minds-on activities along with team project work. 
 
Course Title: Java Programming        1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit  
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 
Course Description:  
The Java programming course will teach basic to mid-level programming concepts using the Java 
programming language.  Critical thinking and problem solving will be applied to these programming 
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concepts to create efficient and logically sound applications. All coursework will involve hands on 
development with industry standard Integrated Development Environments (IDE’s) 
 
Course Title: Environmental Science   2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description:  
The Environmental Science course is designed to enable students to appreciate the complexities of 
natural systems and the human interaction to them. The course will integrate important investigative 
information from biology, geology, chemistry, physics, social sciences, and demographics so that 
students become more informed and can make future decisions about global and local 
environmental problems. 
 
Course Title: Marine Science    1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: 
This course is an introductory, general survey of marine science. Topics in oceanography, marine 
biology, and marine ecology are highlighted. The history and impact of the human population’s 
interaction with the oceans are revealed throughout the course. Field experiences are required. 
 
Course Title: Physics      2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors Physics               2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 3, Honors Algebra 3/Honors Trigonometry, or Math Analysis concurrently 
Prerequisites for Honors: Honors Algebra 3/Honors Trigonometry, Math Analysis, or Honors 
Pre-Calculus concurrently 
Course Description: 
This course is a general introduction to mechanics, the study of motion, and the manner in which 
matter and forces interact with each other. The study of kinematics (motion) and dynamics (forces) 
reveals the physical laws that demonstrate that motion in the universe is ordered and predictable. 
This course is considered a lab science.  
 
Course Title: AP Biology     2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry 
Course Description: 
AP Biology is a second-year course that is taught on the level of freshmen college biology. The 
course includes a series of required lab activities approved by the College Board and uses an 
approved college-level textbook. Most colleges and universities grant credit for successful 
completion of the course and for performing well on the AP Biology Exam given in May. A vast 
amount of content needs to be covered in AP Biology, so this course requires a highly motivated 
student. This class is considered a lab science.  
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Course Title: AP Chemistry     2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Chemistry, Honors Algebra 3/Honors Trigonometry, or Honors Pre-Calculus 
concurrently 
Course Description: 
The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually 
taken during the first college year. Students will attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals and 
a reasonable competence in dealing with chemical problems. The course will contribute to the 
development of the students’ abilities to think clearly and to express ideas with clarity and logic. The 
course is an in-depth study of the theoretical aspects of chemistry, including topics such as the 
structure of matter, kinetic theory of gases, chemical equilibrium, chemical kinetics, and 
thermodynamics. The course also includes substantial lab work. Students are strongly encouraged to 
take the AP Chemistry Exam. This course is considered a lab science.  
 
Course Title: AP Environmental Science   2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, or concurrently 
Course Description: 
The AP Environmental Science course is the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college 
course in environmental science. It is an in-depth and intense interdisciplinary study of the principles 
and applications of the sciences of ecology and human ecology. The course embraces a myriad of 
topics that consider the human–environment interaction. 
 
Course Title: AP Physics C – Mechanics (Calculus-Based) 
2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite: Calculus concurrently 
Course Description: 
This course is a study of the fundamental physical principles with an emphasis on higher 
mathematics (including calculus). Emphasis is placed on inquiry and critical reasoning through 
extensive problem solving and a series of lab activities. Topics include mechanics and motion 
(kinematics), dynamics, equilibrium, simple harmonic motion, and gravity. As time permits, other 
topics may include fluids, thermodynamics, DC circuits, and geometrical optics. This course is 
primarily taught to those students who plan to major in fields such as physics, astronomy, 
mathematics, or engineering. This course prepares students to take the AP Physics C: Mechanics 
Exam. This course is considered a lab science. 
 
Course Title: Anatomy & Physiology   2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry 
Course Description: 
This course is a study of the structure and function of the human body, with an emphasis on the 
body as a set of interrelating organ systems. The course will include an introduction to relevant 
medical terminology, as well as highlight concepts of basic chemistry and cell structure. The course 
will also explore tissue and organ structure and the relationship between the 11 systems of the 
human body. Whenever possible, study of the systems will be accompanied by lab activities. This 
course is considered a lab science.  
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Course Title: Forensic Science   2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry 
Course Description: This course is a study of the application of science to criminal and civil laws 
as enforced by police agencies in a criminal justice system.  This course will utilize biology, 
chemistry, physics, earth science, anatomy and physiology to investigate the role of forensic science 
to describe the solution of various crimes during the past and present times.  The main focus of this 
course will be to emphasize the evidential value of crime scene and related evidence in the context 
of a crime laboratory.  This course combines basic theory and real laboratory experiments, creating 
laboratory based situations for the better understanding of students.  Major topics include 
processing a crime scene, collecting and preserving evidence, identifying physical evidence, organic 
and inorganic analysis of evidence (DNA, hair, fibers, toxicology, arson and explosives, fingerprints, 
document analysis).  Students will demonstrate the ability to use scientific skills, equipment, and 
technology needed to analyze physical evidence to solve a crime; research the importance of physical 
evidence to order to interpret the sequence of events at a crime scene, and apply knowledge of 
evidence and testing to evaluate the forensic results of documented criminal cases. This course is 
considered a lab science.  
 
Course Title: Research Methodologies        
Grade Level: 10                                     1 Semesters, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit                                                         
Course Description:  
An introduction to research methodologies and data analytics. This course will cover these basic 
research concepts, Ethics, Creating a Testable Hypothesis, Survey and Study Design, Data 
Collection, Data Analysis, Data Presentation, Scientific writing. 
 
Course Title: Python Programming        
Grade Level:    9,10,11,12                                        Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
(Summer Credit Course)                                   
Course Description:  
An introduction to programming using the Python programming language. This course will cover 
basic programming concepts such as, data types, looping (iteration), flow of control, exception 
handling, console and file input/output, functions, and classes (basic object oriented programming 
concepts). 
 
Course Title: Zoology 
Grade Level: 11, 12                                                               Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Course Description: 
This course will be a general study of animal life on Earth and the relationship between animals and 
modern society. The course will include taxonomy of the animal kingdom, as well as animal biology 
and behavior. The class will study both interspecies and interspecies interactions, in -depth. The 
study of animal behavior will include both ethology and the ecological mechanisms behind animal 
behaviors. Additionally, topics regarding both the scientific and moral aspects of interactions 
between animals and humans will be examined in relation to ecology and the conservation of 
species. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 
Course Title: Human Geography                Fall Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit  
Course Title: Honors Human Geography  Fall Semester, Level 2 Course, ½ Credit  
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
This semester-long course is intended to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and   
processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. The 
course centers on the elements of culture as well as an in-depth study of population geography, 
political geography, cultural geography, and economic geography. The understanding of 
globalization is heavily emphasized throughout the semester. 

 
Course Title: AP Human Geography 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
AP Human Geography is an introductory, college-level course in human geography. Its purpose is 
to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. The teacher will employ spatial concepts and 
landscape analysis to teach students about the impacts these processes have had on human social 
organization, as well as their, environmental consequences. Students also learn the methods and 
tools used by geographers. 

 
Course Title: US Government                   Spring Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit  
Course Title: Honors US Government          Fall Semester, Level 2 Course, ½ Credit  
Grade Level: 10 
Course Description: 
In this course, students will come to understand the historical development and current status of the 
fundamental concepts and processes of authority, power, and influence, with particular emphasis on 
the democratic skills and attitudes necessary to become responsible citizens. This introductory 
political science course intends to help students develop an understanding of the major concepts of 
our form of government, an interest in learning more about politics, and a basic ability to analyze 
political issues and evaluate the news. The course begins by looking at the modern political profile 
of the American people and what being a citizen of this country means. This modern study is then 
followed by an in-depth look at the development of the American political system that includes the 
topics of the Constitution, federalism, political parties, congress, the presidency, and American civil 
liberties. 
The Honors US Government course examines these topics in greater depth than the college 
preparatory US Government course. 

 
Course Title: Financial Literacy                                             1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 10 
Course Description: 
Financial Literacy is a course designed to develop students understanding of how money works in 
the world and how it can be responsibly managed, spent, invested, and donated.  The course 
encourages students to become informed and prepared managers of financial resources both 
personally and professionally. 
Course Title: US History 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
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Course Description: 
The US History course is a general survey of the development of the United States and its people 
from the pre-Civil War (westward expansion) era to the present. Special emphasis is given to 
examining the interaction of political–constitutional theories and the role of government in a diverse 
society. Significant attention is paid to the study of contemporary issues as they evolve from past 
experience. 
 
Course Title: US History for International Students 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: 
US History for International Students is a general survey of the history of the United States of 
America and its people from the beginning of the country to modern times. The course is specifically 
designed to address the needs of English as a Second or Other Language (ESOL) students. It 
includes various reading levels and assistance, diverse assessments to allow demonstration of mastery 
of content, and various instructional approaches to address both the students’ needs and the lack of 
content area background. 
 
Course Title: Honors US History 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: 
Honors US History is an accelerated and enriched study of the history of the United States from the 
Colonial Era to the present. The course curriculum will mirror the AP course and, as such, it examines 
in-depth a broader period of time and assumes a greater work commitment from the student than the 
regular US History course. 

 
  Course Title: AP US History 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11 
Course Description: This course is the AP option for those students interested in increasing their 
knowledge of US history beyond the normal college preparatory course, while also having the 
opportunity   of earning credit toward their college degree. Much of the same information that is 
covered in the honors course will be covered here, however, assessments will be more difficult and 
an even greater emphasis will   be placed on writing. The first weeks of the course will begin with 
the founding of the colonies up to the American Revolution. From this point, the course will take 
an in-depth, chronological approach to   American history, with a strong tendency to focus on 
thematic events and periods that cover political, social, economic, and cultural history. The units of 
this course reflect the themes: The Founding of the Colonies, American Revolution and the Early 
Republic, The End of the Old Republic, Western Expansion and the 
Road to the Civil War, The Civil War and Reconstruction, The Gilded Age, Progressive Era and 
the Advent of American Imperialism, The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression, World 
War II, Cold War Politics till 1975, Postwar Domestic Politics and the Civil Rights Movement, 
and Modern Presidencies from Nixon to Clinton. This course is certified by the AP College 
Board. 
 
 

 
  Course Title: Introduction to Anthropology 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
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Course Description: 
This course is a general study of human beings, with a focus on the characteristics and evolution 
of human learned behaviors. While the emphasis of the course is on cultural anthropology, the 
physical anthropology unit develops understanding of key transitions of human evolution. An 
ethnographic survey of the Cheyenne Indians provides the opportunity to apply learned skills and 
concepts. Students are required to supply two days of work to support the Morning Star 
Celebration, a traditional American Indian powwow. A weekend tipi encampment is also required. 

 
Course Title: Economics 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
Economics is a college preparatory course that will focus on the study of production, distribution, 
and consumption of goods and services in the United States. Topics include the problem of 
scarcity, structure of the US economy, supply, demand, markets, and price systems. A significant 
focus is on consumer   economics, including managing credit, basic investments, banking and the 
consumer, identity theft, and everyday living within a market economy. The approach will include 
microeconomics and macroeconomics. The textbook is supplemented by audiovisual materials, 
education-based websites, graphs, charts, and primary source material. Additionally, students will 
continue to develop their thematic writing skills and their analytical thinking skills. 
 
Course Title: AP Economics 1 Semester, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
The course is fundamentally an examination of both micro and macro economic theory and 
function in order to prepare students to take both exams at the end of the school year.   
In Microeconomics (first semester), students will study individual decision makers (both consumers 
and producers) within economic systems as well as the nature and functions of the market place as 
well as the role of the government in promoting efficiency and equity in the economy.  In 
Macroeconomics (second semester) students will study economic systems as a whole through the 
study of national income, price-level determination, economic performance measures, the financial 
sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international trade. 

  Based on the AP Economics Course Description – CollegeBoard  
 
Course Title: Psychology 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
Psychology is a college preparatory, one-semester course that introduces students to the scientific 
study of behavior and mental processes. Students obtain information from many fields of 
psychology, with emphasis on major psychological principles and practical applications. Areas of 
emphasis include history, research methods, neuroscience, learning, memory, development, 
consciousness, sensation and perception, motivation, emotion, personality, and psychological 
disorders and treatments. The content of the course is structured utilizing guidelines from the 
American Psychological Association (APA) and the NCSS. 
 
 
 
Course Title: AP Psychology 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
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Course Description: 
AP Psychology is a college-level course that exposes students to the scientific study of behavior 
and mental processes. Students obtain comprehensive information from all major fields of 
psychology, with emphasis on scientific inquiry, major psychological principles, theoretical 
perspectives, and practical applications. Areas of emphasis include history, research methods, 
neuroscience, behavior genetics, cognition, development, consciousness, learning, memory, 
sensation and perception, motivation, emotion, personality, psychological disorders and 
treatments, and social psychology. The class carefully follows the AP  Psychology guidelines 
outlined by the College Board. Guidelines from the APA and the NCSS are also utilized. 
 

Course Title: AP US Government and Politics 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 10, 12 
Course Description: 
The AP US Government and Politics course provides an analytical perspective on government and 
politics in the United States. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to 
interpret US politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with the 
various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute US political reality. This course 
prepares students for taking the AP US Government and Politics Exam. 
 
Course Title: U.S. History Post 1945 (elective)                    1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½  Credit 
Grade Level: 12                                                                        
Course Description:  
U.S. History Post 1945 is an elective course designed for students who wish to go further in their 
study of historical events, personalities, and themes in post WWII America.  The course is designed 
to not only study the historical time period between 1945 and 2010, but also their impact on today’s 
world.  Along with historical topics, the students will be examining a number of primary sources, 
building and testing historical postulates, and taking an inquiry approach to an in-depth study of 
history.  
 
Course Title: Western Civilization                                                            1 Semester, ½ credit 
Grade Level: 9                                                                      
Course Description:  
This semester-long course surveys the development of western civilization beginning with the 
classical societies of Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome, then journeying through the formation of 
the western world throughout the ages, and finally concluding with the national revolutions that 
standardized the nation states of the early 1900s in the western world. Students will examine 
political, social, and economic developments in western society while also examining the West’s 
interaction with both the known and unknown world throughout history. The traditional historical 
approach is matched with a modern lens to identify patterns and apply application using an inquiry 
method utilizing critical reading, cooperative learning, and problem solving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: Entrepreneurial Studies 
Grade Level: 11, 12                                                                                      Level 1, 1 credit    
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Course Description:  
Students will be able to define the entrepreneurial process and describe the impact of entrepreneurs 
around the globe today. The basic characteristics of three forms of businesses and the advantages 
and disadvantages of each will be reviewed. Students will be able to put together a Financial Plan 
and understand how to obtain financing. Case studies will be used to understand and apply basic 
entrepreneurial concepts.  
  
Course Title: Entrepreneurial Experience               Credit: 2 semester, 6 college credits 
Grade Level: 11,12                                                                        
Course Description: 
 Entrepreneurial Experience will explore the idea of entrepreneurship from three perspectives:  

• Creating, establishing and maintaining new business ventures.  
• Viewing entrepreneurial thinking and development as a key employment skill.  
• Exploring the interconnected relationship of sustainability (from a holistic lens) and 
entrepreneurship.  

 
Entrepreneurial Experience takes an interdisciplinary view of entrepreneurship. The theories and 
concepts used not only have a business foundation, but incorporate knowledge from many 
disciplines that social entrepreneurship serves clients, customers, and communities. Particular to the 
development of the course is the understanding of how entrepreneurship is a connector between 
people and cultures. Entrepreneurship is a mechanism for the not only the advancement of the 
economy, but supports the development of cultural and social relationships, emphasizes care and 
concern for our community. 
 
Course Title: Business Law 
Grade Level: 11, 12                                                                 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ credit 
Course Description: 
Students will explore and analyze the legal aspects of business. Topics to be included are: The Origin 
of Law, Ethics and the Law, Substantive and Procedural Law, Contract Law, The Law of Sales, 
Consumer Law, Agency Law, Employment Law, Business Organizations, Property and Law, 
Bankruptcy Law, Commercial Paper, Secured Transactions, Insurance Law, Computer Law, 
Criminal Law, Tort Law, International Law, Environmental Law and Energy Regulation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 
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Course Title: Chinese 1       2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Students learn the fundamental elements of the Mandarin Chinese language in four areas: reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking. Major emphases are on pronunciation (the four tones), sentence 
structures, useful expressions, and stroke orders in writing Chinese characters. Handwriting, as well 
as typing and writing on the Tablet PC, are encouraged. Chinese 1 is designed as the foundation to 
the study of the language and an introduction to the diverse cultures of Chinese-speaking countries. 
The course provides opportunities to achieve basic communication skills in the language and acts as 
a stepping stone to the next level of study. 
 
Course Title: Honors Chinese 2       2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Building on the skills and knowledge acquired from Chinese 1, Honors Chinese 2 is designed to 
provide a smooth transition from level one while preparing students to continue their study in level 
three. It offers a broader understanding of the written language. Topics on daily living and common 
expressions are the main themes of the study. The course provides opportunities to develop 
communication skills in the language at the emerging level, while deepening the understanding of 
the people and culture of China. Supplementary activities enhance the appreciation of Chinese 
culture. Students are encouraged to use the Tablet PC to practice writing and composition. 
 
Course Title: Honors Chinese 3                          2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Building on the skills and knowledge acquired from Chinese 1 and 2, Honors Chinese 3 offers 
moderately advanced skills and knowledge in Mandarin Chinese. Reading comprehension, 
composition, and fluency of the spoken language are the major areas of study. Students are strongly 
encouraged to use the Tablet PC for all the work in class as well as homework. The course provides 
opportunities to develop communication skills in the language at the advanced level, while 
continuing to deepen the understanding of the people and culture of China.  
 
Course Title: Honors Chinese 4        2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Honors Chinese 4 is an advanced Chinese language course with the focus on the understanding of 
more complex writing, such as proverbs, classical literature, newspaper and media articles, and essays 
on social issues. Writing and presenting speeches on topics about Chinese culture will also be 
emphasized. Students are strongly encouraged to use the Tablet PC and Internet for all their work 
and references. 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: French 1      2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
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Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: French 1 is an introductory course to French language and culture for 
beginners at the high school level. The first-year students will acquire reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking skills in French at a beginner, lower intermediate level. French grammar and use of the 
language will be reinforced and applied through workbook exercises and oral presentations; 
attention will be given to pronunciation. Students will discover the French-speaking world through 
various projects, learn about the culture, and examine some of the traditions.  
 
Course Title: Honors French 2     2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: French 1 or equivalent  
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of French 1 with the same goals for students to 
develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills at a more advanced level. Grammar and use of 
language will be reinforced with various exercises, and students will give oral presentations regularly 
to develop their ability to speak and comprehend the language; particular attention will be given to 
pronunciation. They will continue to discover the French-speaking world in order to understand 
French mentality, culture, and traditions, and they will enrich their vocabulary and expand their 
knowledge of French grammar. Students will also be exposed to various French-speaking media. 
 
Course Title: Honors French 3    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisites: French 1 and 2, or equivalent  
Course Description: The Honors French 3 course continues the development of oral and written 
skills and structure. The course is shaped to meet the needs of the students’ emerging mastery of the 
language. Attention will be given to writing skills, grammar study, and vocabulary acquisition, as well 
as to understanding traditional ideas and attitudes of the French-speaking world. Modern media 
sources are utilized to enhance all areas, in particular, listening and conversational skills. 
 
Course Title: Honors French 4      2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: French 1, 2, and 3, or equivalent 
Course Description:  French 4 is designed to give a comprehensive overview of French grammar 
structures and verb formation through the use of Amsco’s French Three Years workbook. Emphasis 
will be placed on writing skills through frequent written compositions. Particular attention will be 
paid to conversational and listening skills. French history and culture will be presented through the 
text, Un coup d’oeil sur la France.  Students will also read the intermediate level book Le Vol de la 
Joconde. 
 
Course Title: AP French   2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: The AP French class is designed to prepare the students for the AP Exam in 
French Language and Culture. A comprehensive overview of French grammar structures and verbs 
will be presented. Students will regularly take practice tests to prepare for the AP exam. Language 
skills will be further developed through the continued use of Amsco workbooks and the AP French 
preparation workbook. Lastly, emphasis will be placed on teaching listening and conversational 
skills. At the completion of this course, students will be expected to understand, speak, read, and 
write the French language at the third-year college level. Departmental approval is required for this 
acceptance into this course. 
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Course Title: German 1     2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: German 1 is an introduction to the sound, spelling, and grammar systems of  
the German language, with an equal emphasis on reading, writing, listening, and speaking about 
everyday events at a basic, familiar level. Students will be introduced to the German culture and will 
become familiar with the German home and school life, family, hobbies, music, and geography. 
 
Course Title: Honors German 2    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: Honors German 2 is a continuation of  German 1, in which students will 
further explore themes of  everyday life but with a move from more private, familiar spheres to more 
public, unfamiliar realms of  communication. A continued, equal emphasis on reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking skills will be maintained. Students will expand upon their knowledge of  
previously discussed cultural themes and will be introduced to new elements of  the German culture, 
including occupations, travel, transportation, class trips, vacation, food culture and restaurants, 
friendship, sports, and shopping. 
 
Course Title: Honors German 3    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: Honors German 3 continues to expand on the four basic language skills of  
reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students will have more opportunities to become involved 
in language expression and creation by writing short essays, constructing longer dialogues, and 
completing research and presentations. Coverage of  grammatical structures will continue and usage 
will be refined. Vocabulary will be expanded. More emphasis will be placed on reading 
comprehension of  stories and on oral communication through class discussions and presentations. 
Students will continue to be exposed to important cultural, historical, and geographical information, 
specifically living and housing in Germany, health, food and drink, money/currency, weather, 
television and film, the genre of  the crime novel, and the culture of  the various German-speaking 
countries. 
 
Course Title: Honors German 4    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Honors German 4 continues to expand upon and refine the four basic language skills of  reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking. This process is done primarily through reviewing those linguistic 
skills acquired in the previous levels and applying them in new contexts, specifically that of  German 
identity, history, literature and film. Students will enhance their knowledge of  German culture 
through work with authentic texts, specifically short stories, historical texts, films and a children’s 
novel. This work will be supplemented with vocabulary exercises, grammar review, class discussion, 
writing assignments, and oral presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: AP German      2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
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Course Description:  AP German continues to expand upon and refine the four basic language 
skills of  reading, writing, listening, and speaking, with a focus on preparation for and successful 
results on the AP German Language and Culture Exam. Students will enhance their knowledge of  
German culture through work with authentic texts, specifically focusing on contemporary Germany 
and German media and film. Units will center on contemporary issues in the German-speaking 
world and will include authentic texts, both print and audio, vocabulary exercises, grammar review, 
class discussion, writing assignments, oral presentations, and practice with sample AP exams and 
exercises. Departmental approval is required for this acceptance into this course. 
 
Course Title: Spanish 1     2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors Spanish 1    2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisites for Honors Spanish 1: Placement test 
Course Description:  This course is designed as an introduction to the Spanish language. The goal 
is for students to develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in Spanish. Though emphasis 
is initially on comprehension and oral participation, classroom instruction also includes grammar, short 
readings, and cultural material suitable for students at the elementary level. Students are encouraged to 
build vocabulary and grammar usage with a view to mastering elementary conversational and writing 
skills by the year’s end. 
The Honors Spanish 1 curriculum includes all the elements of the basic Spanish 1 course, but the 
accelerated pace allows for supplementary vocabulary, a more intensive study of grammar, and more 
advanced writing. 
 
Course Title: Spanish 2      2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors Spanish 2     2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description:  This course is designed to continue the study of the Spanish language. The 
goal is to continue development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in the Spanish 
language. Emphasis is placed on comprehension, oral participation, grammar, short readings, and 
cultural material. Students will build vocabulary and grammar skills with a goal of mastering basic 
communication by year’s end.  
 
Course Title: Spanish 3                                                 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors Spanish 3                                     2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description:  Students will further develop the language base acquired in the first two years 
by improving mastery of the four fundamental skills of language proficiency: reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking. The course will contain a review of the basic elements of Spanish grammar 
and an introduction to higher level elements of grammar. Cultural awareness and an understanding 
of cultural diversity play an important role in language learning. Students will continue to strive for 
communicative proficiency through a combination of grammar, structure, vocabulary development, 
and language usage.  
The Honors Spanish 3 curriculum is conducted at an accelerated pace allowing for supplementary 
vocabulary, a more intensive study of grammar, more advanced writing, and the use of a higher level 
reader. In addition, the students in the honors course will review for mastery previously learned 
grammatical concepts, will acquire dominion of new verb tenses, and will be exposed to several 
supplementary reading comprehension exercises. 
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Course Title: Spanish 4                                                 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Course Title: Honors Spanish 4                                     2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description:  Spanish 4 provides an opportunity for students to continue developing their 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in the Spanish language. A review of grammar concepts 
and the addition of new grammar constructions will be included along with written compositions and 
oral conversations. The course includes anecdotal readings to incorporate culture. These readings 
allow students to improve their reading comprehension and conversational skills.  
The Honors Spanish 4 curriculum includes all of the elements of the basic Spanish 4 course. In 
addition, Honors Spanish 4 students are introduced to the literary works of Hispanic authors and the 
diverse contributions of Spanish art and architecture. 
 
Course Title: AP Spanish      2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: This AP course is especially designed to provide students with the 
opportunity to practice and improve their Spanish language skills in preparation for the College 
Board AP Spanish Language exam.  Students are provided the opportunity to achieve and maintain 
an advanced level of study of Spanish grammar and vocabulary, further develop their 
comprehension and exposure to Spanish language literature, enhance their speaking and listening 
skills and expand their cultural understanding of the Spanish-speaking world through quality, 
authentic, and level appropriate audio and video recordings.  They are also exposed to the world of 
literature and current events of Spanish-speaking countries through authentic written texts, including 
newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts and other nontechnical writings that develop 
students’ reading and comprehension abilities.  The course is designed to provide students with the 
necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an 
environment where Spanish is spoken. 
 
This course is taught entirely in Spanish and students are expected to use the target language 
consistently with the teacher and with each other.  Departmental approval is required for acceptance 
into this course and is based on past performance and achievements in all levels of Spanish.  The AP 
class represents a serious commitment both in terms of time and work-load on the part of the 
student. 
 
Course Title: English for International Students 1  2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description:  English for International Students 1 (EIS 1) is designed to support non-
native speakers of English with the transition to using English as their primary language of 
instruction in a college preparatory program. By participating in a variety of activities, students build 
their confidence and skills in both social and academic English through reading, writing, listening 
comprehension, and speaking. Vocabulary development and grammar review is emphasized 
throughout the course and directed independent study time for the TOEFL exam is given. 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: English for International Students 2  2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
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Course Description:  English for International Students 2 (EIS 2) is designed to continue 
supporting non-native speakers of English who have not achieved a TOEFL score of 80 or above. 
By participating in a variety of activities, students further build their confidence and skills needed to 
successfully use English as their primary language of instruction in a college preparatory program. 
Further vocabulary development and grammar review is emphasized and directed independent study 
time for the TOEFL exam is given.  
 
 

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Course Title: Acting 1 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this class is to teach the fundamentals and vocabulary of acting by performing 
improvisations, doing script analysis and scene interpretation, participating in theatre games, and 
completing assignments aimed at developing awareness of what it takes to be an actor. Students 
perform a play before an invited audience. 

 
Course Title: Acting 2 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Acting 1 
Course Description: 
The purpose of this class is for students to utilize their experiences in Acting I and better 
understand character identity and character development. Students will analyze a script (or write 
their own script) that is selected for class performance. They will fine-tune the keys to acting 
(analysis, action, listening). These students also assist in the direction of the class play. 
 
Course Title: Advanced Journalism 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: 
This course provides an in-depth and hands-on learning experience related to the production of 
the student newspaper, The Patriot. Students will participate in a student-centered activity where 
virtually all content will be created, designed, and edited by students. Students will be required to 
apply the experience and knowledge gained from the Journalism course to the creation of content 
for the print and online editions of the student newspaper. 

 
Course Title: Band/Advanced Band                            2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
The Band courses consist of study and performance of all genres of music, including classical, 
semi-classical, marches, and popular. Instruction will also be given to improve student technic, 
music fundamentals, and basic music theory. Students enrolled in the Band courses will perform 
with the marching and concert band. Performances will include, but are not limited to, home 
football games, parades, school concerts, and off- campus performances. 

   
  Course Title: Ceramics 1 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
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Course Description: 
Ceramics 1 provides an opportunity to learn the fundamentals of working with clay. Emphasis is 
placed on techniques used in creating hand-built ceramic forms. Pinch, coil, and slab construction 
will be stressed, as well as an introduction to the potter’s wheel. 

 
Course Title: Ceramics 2 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Description: 
The Ceramics 2 course is designed to develop strong sculptural skills using a variety of both 
traditional and technological media. Sculpture and drawing are the main focus of the course, giving 
students an understanding of various three-dimensional art forms, which provides a basis for the 
entire creative process. This course is about artistic connections between the visual three-
dimensional arts, the community, and the individual. Students will be challenged to solve problems 
with knowledge of art elements and design principles within a three-dimensional world. Three-
dimensional ceramic works will be created to better understand and appreciate art of past and 
present cultures while developing a personal, aesthetic sense. Students in this course will be 
required to maintain a sketchbook–visual journal, complete a three- dimensional portfolio, and 
take a final exam (practicum, written and oral). Students will use the sketchbook– visual journal for 
recording visual and written ideas needed to complete their three-dimensional projects. 
 
Course Title: Chorus 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
The course includes the rehearsal and performance of sacred and secular choral literature. It 
introduces basic music theory to allow the student to develop sight-singing skills, as well as 
heighten the student’s aesthetic appreciation of music. Students must have a desire to learn vocal 
and music theory skills. Students enrolled in Chorus will perform at school concerts, campus 
performances, and off-campus performances. 
 
Course Title: CAD Computer Aided Design 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Intro to Drawing and Design 
Course Description: 
As an introductory course in Computer Aided Design (CAD), this course was created to develop 
strong drawing/mechanical skills on the computer while exposing students to the fundamentals 
of the design process. Utilizing CAD software, students will learn the fundamental tools necessary 
to create 2D as well as rudimentary 3D drawings. Students will be challenged to develop solutions 
and implement problem solving strategies as they study the design process. This knowledge will 
then ultimately be applied to resolving designing challenges. An understand of the connection 
between the visual and mechanical arts will be stressed, as the two are integral to one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: CAD 2 (Computer Aided Design 2) 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
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Prerequisite: Intro to Drawing and Design, CAD 1 
Course Description: 
The second in a series, CAD 2 will build upon the fundamentals learned in CAD 1 further 
enhancing strong drawing/mechanical skills. The design process will be integrated into teaching to 
reinforce the utilization of the computer as a problem solving apparatus. Students will be 
challenged to solve problems with knowledge of art elements and design principles within the 
CAD world. This course is project-based, enabling direct application of design principles and CAD 
skills. 
 
Course Title: Creative Writing 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Creative Writing offers a combination of poetry and prose writing opportunities. Students 
examine, compose, revise, collaborate, and share a variety of poems, narratives, and short stories. 
Each student creates a book showcasing his or her work and participates in a literary tea in lieu 
of a semester exam. This class is a performance-based course. 
 
Course Title: Digital Media 1  
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12                                                   1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Course Description:  
Students will learn the basics of visual language through the Elements of Art and Principles of 
Design, as well as the rules of composition. The history of photography and graphic design will 
be discussed. Students will explore the notion of the computer as a creative tool for self-
expression in the visual arts, while also developing real-world projects that will contribute to 
positive communications and relations with regard to John Carroll, via spirit wear t-shirts, 
brochures, posters and event programs. By the end of the course, students will have an 
understanding of how the skills and tools in the digital arts can be used to create meaningful 
imagery and practical products. Students will discover their own voice and be assessed with a 
visual journal or blog, class participation and critiques, and a final portfolio of their work.  
 
Course Title: Digital Media 2 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12                                                   1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Pre-Requisite: Digital Media 1 
Course Description: 
This course expands upon the concepts learned and put into practice with the Intro to Graphics 
course, while also exploring other design disciples, including graphics, web, and multimedia to 
actively engage students in numerous design processes. Fonts, graphics, layout and the Adobe 
Creative Suite software (Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign) will be investigated in greater depth. 
Projects will include print material for Open Houses, play productions and advertising 
campaigns. Students will collaborate with the Marketing and Communications Department to 
create promotional material for the school. Students will hone their critical eye for successful 
design by means of a visual journal or blog, class participation and critiques and a final portfolio 
of their work, which will serve as assessments.  
 
 
Course Title: Emerging Technologies 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12                                                 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
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Course Description: 
Students learn basic concepts of the design process, documentation and exploration of digital 
tools, communication and collaboration skills, and time management while developing skills in 
industry- standard computer software tools while producing digital materials in a Maker 
environment. Students will become immersed as visual journalists, designers and media 
producers.  

  
Course Title: Honors Studio 3 1 Semester, Level 2 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Title: Honors Studio 4 1 Semester, Level 2 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Course Title: AP Studio 2 Semesters, Level 3 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Course Description: 
Honors Studio 3 and 4 and AP Studio meet at the same time. Honors Studio 3 and 4 focus on the 
breadth portion of the AP test, and AP Studio works on the concentration portion (see below). 
AP Studio is an elective course designed to encourage students who have expressed an interest in 
pursuing their art at a level equivalent to a college course. This course of study is actually begun in 
Studio 1 so that all assignments can be included in an AP portfolio. The completion of this 
portfolio is graded by the College Board for college credit. Through instruction, emphasis will be 
placed on the production of a volume of quality pieces of art. Students will complete a 
comprehensive portfolio consisting of three parts: quality (five actual pieces of art of high quality); 
concentration, in which students show the evolution and exploration of a visual idea (twelve 
pieces); and breadth, showing a variety of experiences (twelve pieces). Students may elect to take 
the AP course for general credit, in which case the course is modified to meet the needs of the 
general student who is highly motivated to accept the artistic challenges presented in this course. 
(C1) 

   
  Course Title: Introduction to Architecture 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Intro to Drawing and Design 
Course Description: 
The field of architecture offers diversity unparalleled in most professions - combining art, math, 
science, and technology in a very dynamic process. This course is intended to provide students 
with the fundamental tools necessary to understand the built environment more fully, and to 
present the opportunities to   positively affect our surroundings, through exposure to the fields of 
architecture, engineering, interior design, urban planning, construction, project management, and 
the myriad of other associated professions. The class will be taught by a registered professional 
architect, and conducted through a hands-on interactive format. Architectural fundamentals will 
be presented through a combination of lectures utilizing significant works of architecture to study 
basic principles, couple with site visits, drawings, design, and three dimensional modeling projects 
orchestrated to reinforce the lessons. 
 
 
 
Course Title: Architecture 2 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
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Prerequisites: Intro to Drawing and Design, Intro to Architecture 
Course Description: 
This course builds upon the fundamentals of architecture taught in Introduction to Architecture. 
Students will gain additional knowledge of the field and enhance their skillsets. They will apply 
this knowledge in the design of their own projects, beginning with rudimentary design principles 
and increasing in depth and complexity throughout the course. The class will be taught by a 
registered professional architect, and conducted through a hands-on interactive format. 
 
Course Title: Introduction to Drawing and Painting 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
The Introduction to Drawing and Painting course is designed to develop strong drawing skills 
using a variety of both traditional and technological media. Drawing is the main focus of the 
course, giving students an understanding of art forms, which then provides a basis for the entire 
creative process. This course is about artistic connections between the visual arts, the community, 
and the individual. Students will be challenged to solve problems using the knowledge of art 
elements and design principles. Students will create artwork to better understand and appreciate 
art of past and present cultures while developing a personal, aesthetic sense. 
 
Course Title: Jazz Ensemble 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, .5 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
A study and performance of all genres of jazz music, including blues, funk, Latin, and swing. 
Instruction will be given to improve student technique, music fundamentals, improvisation, basic 
music theory, and music history. Performances will include, but are not limited to, school 
concerts and off campus performances. 
 
Course Title: Rock Band                                           1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½  Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 

  Course Description: 
Students will form a rock band and prepare to perform and record cover songs and possibly       
original material. History of rock, evaluation of styles, and other research to enhance the authentic   
sound of the group will be included. An audition is required to be considered for the class. 
 
Course Title: Journalism 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11 
Course Description: 
Journalism is an elective that satisfies the fine arts requirement as well as the technology 
requirement. The course provides an overview of the journalistic process in the high school setting 
and beyond. Journalism also prepares students to become full staff members of the school’s 
award-winning newspaper, The Patriot. The course begins with an introduction to journalistic 
history and ethics. The first semester then focuses on content—reporting, interviewing, writing, 
editing, and photography. The second semester focuses on presentation—graphic design, 
typography, layout, and computer skills. Students complete a major project (in groups) at the end 
of each semester: a two-page, in-depth spread at the end of the first semester, and a twelve-page 
newspaper (distributed to the school) at the end of the second. 
 
Course Title: Musical Theatre Dance                                1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
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Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description:   
This class is designed for students interested in learning many styles of dance correlating to several 
genres of musical theatre. A heavy emphasis is placed on technique and execution of the 
production numbers taught in class. Students are expected to perform and showcase the 
choreographed production numbers at the end of the semester. 

 
Course Title: Theater Set Design 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
The course is designed to teach students about stage and set design fundamentals, which they will 
then utilize to create stage designs of their own. Students will analyze a given play, and working 
both individually and in groups, develop solutions to set designs to be used in the actual 
performance. Students will learn the fundamentals of AutoCad computer aided design software to 
turn their ideas into 3D drawings. The course will finish with the actual construction of the stage 
sets where the students can see their designs come to fruition. 

 
Course Title: Orchestra/Advanced Orchestra                 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Description: 
Orchestra includes the study and performance of standard chamber orchestra (strings only) and 
full orchestra (strings, winds, and percussion) literature appropriate for the age and ability level 
of the group. Instruction is given to improve students’ technique on their instruments, their 
knowledge of music fundamentals, and their ability to perform in an ensemble setting. Students 
enrolled in Orchestra perform at school concerts, prayer services, campus performances, and off-
campus performances. 
 
Course Title: Studio 1 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11 
Course Description: 
Studio 1 is an intense observational painting program that is based on contemporary theories of 
color and light. It prepares students for painting with skills and understandings that grow out of 
observational drawing and painting experiences. Students develop visual perception and a personal 
aesthetic for making critical judgments. 
 

Course Title: Studio 2 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11 
Course Description: 
Studio 2 is an intense observational painting program that focuses primarily on painting in oils. 
The course is a continuation of the Studio 1 curriculum and prepares students for painting with 
skills and understandings that grow out of observational drawing and painting experiences. 
Students develop visual perception and a personal aesthetic for making critical judgments. 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: Television Production 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
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Course Description: 
The objective of this semester-long, elective course is to teach students to understand and perform 
the elements of television production. Students will learn how to make short productions by 
becoming proficient in the use of basic television studio equipment and off-line computer editing 
equipment. Students will learn why critical television watching is important in their roles as both 
viewers and producers. They will learn what the medium of television is uniquely equipped to say 
and the best way for them to visualize and produce their message. 
 
Course Title: Television Production II                               1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level:  11-12                                                                      
Course Description: This semester-long course is designed to offer students the opportunity to 
build upon knowledge and skills gained in the introductory Television Production course. Students 
who have already become proficient in the use of television studio equipment will have the 
opportunity to further develop these skills by producing a greater number of video projects and 
JCTV newscasts.  Students will also examine newscasts produced by professional broadcasters, to 
further explore proven techniques and content.  The final grade will be determined by successful 
completion of news packages, production of at least one short film, written quizzes and tests, and 
performance at various crew positions while producing the JCTV News.  A screening process is 
necessary for selection into this course. Final selection is based on the following: superior 
performance in the introductory Television Production course, interest in the arts of film and video, 
teacher recommendation, and experience in forensics, drama and/or creative writing. This is a 
numerically graded B-level course which results in half a credit for the semester.  The goal of this 
course is to take students who have a proven track record in video production, as well as an interest 
in further developing their skills, and provide them with an outlet to grow professionally. 
Prerequisite: Teacher approval through an application process. 
 
Course Title: Yearbook Journalism 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Application and instructor recommendation 
Course Title: Advanced Yearbook Journalism 2 Semesters, Level 2 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Levels: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Yearbook Journalism and teacher recommendation 
Course Description: 
Yearbook Journalism and Advanced Yearbook Journalism are elective, fine arts journalism courses. 
These courses are designed to develop and refine journalism skills in writing, photography, and 
layout design. Students in these courses will study all aspects of desktop publishing to produce the 
John Carroll yearbook publication. 
 
Course Title: Ballet/Pointe     2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 9-12  
Course Description:   
This course is designed for students who currently have a working knowledge of Ballet technique.  
Students will train weekly to achieve technical proficiency in Ballet via structured movement 
sequences at the barre, in the center, and across the floor.  Exercises will be taught with a focus on 
proper body alignment and muscular symmetry utilizing the Pilates Method of Body Conditioning as 
a tool for correcting muscular imbalances.  Students will explore their artistry through choreography, 
and improve upon their performance skills.  Dance History will be taught as a component to the 
course for students to gain a deeper knowledge of their work. 
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Course Title: Modern/Contemporary/Composition 2 Semesters, Level 1 Course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 9-12  
Course Description:   
Students will train weekly to achieve technical proficiency in Modern Dance via structured 
movement sequences on the floor, in the center, and across the floor. Students will learn the art of 
creating dances and explore organic movement through improvisation and structured lessons using 
choreographic tools.  Students will explore their artistry through choreography, and improve upon 
their performance skills.  Students will research the Pioneers of Modern Dance, and practice their 
fundamental movement techniques via multiple lessons. 
 
Course Title:  AP Music Theory                           2 Semesters, AP level Fine Arts course, 1 Credit 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Course Description:  
The AP Music Theory course corresponds to one or two semesters of a typical introductory college 
music theory course that covers topics such as musicianship, theory, musical materials, and 
procedures. The course covers musicianship skills, including dictation and other listening skills, sight 
singing, and harmony as well. Through the course, students develop the ability to recognize, 
understand, and describe basic materials and processes of tonal music that are heard or presented in 
a score. Development of aural skills is a primary objective. Performance is also part of the 
curriculum through the practice of sight singing. Students understand basic concepts and 
terminology by listening to and performing a wide variety of music. Notational skills, speed, and 
fluency with basic materials are also emphasized. 
 
 
 

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Course Title: Health 1 Semester, Level 1 Course, ½ Credit 
Grade Level: 9 
Course Description: 
The course is designed to teach all facets of the health triangle: physical, mental, and social health. 
Nutrition, substance abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, mental health and disorders, and lifestyle 
factors are the main topics for discussion. Emphasis is placed on decision making skills and goal 
setting, and the roles they play   in a successful, healthy future. Students will also examine the roles 
self-esteem and peer pressure play in making choices. The main objective of this course is health 
literacy and for students to become health   literate individuals. “Health literacy describes an 
individual’s capacity to obtain, interpret and understand  basic health information and services.” 
(Glencoe Health 2007) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: Physical Education 1 Semester, Pass/Fail, ½ Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 12 (Elective) 
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Course Description: 
The physical education program offers students diverse opportunities that will contribute to their 
overall development. This course is designed to provide times within the school curriculum for 
exercise, skill development, and teamwork. Carryover and recreational lifetime activities are 
stressed throughout the course. 

 
Team sports such as flag football, basketball, volleyball, pillo polo, indoor soccer, ultimate frisbee, 
and floor hockey are played. Individual fitness is promoted through activities such as badminton, 
tennis, golf, ping pong, pickleball, and weight training. 
 

 
NON-CREDIT COURSES 

 
Course Title: Success Skills/Enhance Program                               2 Semesters, 0 Credit 
Grade Levels: 9, 10 

  Course Description: 
The Success Skills/Enhance Program is designed to support students who need assistance with 
the   transition into a college preparatory program. Motivation and self-esteem are encouraged as 
students receive reinforcement in a variety of skills. The program provides an opportunity to 
develop and maintain competency in study, speaking, listening, and test-taking skills. Emphasis is 
placed on learning to organize time and materials and to make the most effective use of class time, 
homework assignments, and independent study time. Every effort is made to address the 
particular needs and to maximize the individual strengths of the students in the program. 
Individual tutoring and independent study time are made available as needed. Selection for the 
Enhance Program is based on recommendations from the Admissions and Guidance Offices. 
Class size is limited within each grade level. 
 
 
Course Title: Senior Project 
Grade Level: 12 
Credit: Pass/Fail; mandatory requirement; does not affect QPA, GPA, or class rank but does 
affect quarterly eligibility 
Course Description: 
Each senior is required to design, develop, implement, and then defend before a three-person 
evaluation panel his or her independent, self-directed, year-long project. Students also create 
websites that showcase and document their projects. Documentation includes: prospectus, 
résumé, monthly reflection, and self- evaluation. This course is performance-based, designed to 
encourage students to develop innovative, creative, character-driven learning projects that serve as 
a capstone for their high school experience. Projects also serve as a meaningful bridge between 
the high school and college experiences. Students have the opportunity to expand their personal 
and academic horizons beyond what occurs in the traditional classroom setting. 

 


